
We are all starting to feel so much brighter now that spring is upon us and 
looking forward to summer and meeting you, our supporters, at events and 
sharing happier times.
We have been very fortunate as a charity that we have been able to continue to help cats throughout the pandemic.  It 
has not been easy and we have had to make many changes to work within the parameters set by the Government.  The 
ADCH (Association of Dogs and Cats Homes) helped to guide us through the guidelines and restrictions transition. 

We have seen a decrease in the number of cats we would usually receive for rehoming which could be attributed to 
the fact that there is a much higher demand for pets during the lockdowns.  Cats are just not reaching animal welfare 
shelters in the same way as before. However we have expected, and are seeing, that this is changing, as people emerge 
and resume their busy lives.

We continue our work on a range of projects which will have a positive impact on cats and thank you for your support 
through, what has been a tough year. 
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Eugene was originally trapped by one of our volunteers 
in her garden.  He came to us with an eye injury and a 
certain wariness towards the human race.  His eye took 
a long time to heal but he soon became friends with his 
fosterer and became particularly fond of her husband.

With a healed eye and an improved attitude  he was 
adopted into a great home. A year on and his adopter 
has this to say:

“I can’t believe it is almost a year since we adopted 
gorgeous Eugene. He is such a part of the family it is 
difficult to remember life before he was here”.

Not only does he now have a great home, his adopter 
continues to generously support Here for Cats by 
donating the proceeds from the talks that she gives in 
her professional capacity.

Eugene has fallen on his oversized paws! 
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MICROCHIPPING
Cats Protection began a campaign back in 2019 with the aim of the Government introducing compulsory 
microchipping. Here for Cats supports this whole-heartedly and believes it is the best way to reunite owners with 
their lost cats. HFC receives many calls about stray cats each year and whilst we take every precaution to try to find 
out as much as possible about where these cats come from, prior to arranging collection. It is often very difficult, if not 
impossible, to locate owners of cats that are not microchipped. With added complications that some stray cats can 
bring, such as injuries, pregnancies and newborn kittens, fights among entire strays and owned cats, lame and sick cats 
(to name but a few!) we are often dealing with situations that can create high tension and anxiety for the public.

To find out more about the compulsory microchipping campaign and to sign the petition, visit:  
www.cats.org.uk  and visit media centre, press releases and the article ‘Cats Protection welcomes government 
announcement on compulsory microchipping of pet cats’.

Petlog
Petlog, one of the microchip databases, have relaunched their website this year which created 
a little bit of confusion for charities across the country who were struggling to access their 
old accounts.  If you have a  petlog account for your own cat’s microchip, then visit their 
website www.petlog.co.uk to ensure you have created a new account.  All customers 
should have received an email but we want to ensure that all of our supporter’s cats are 
registered and that the microchips are updated where necessary.

Whichever company your cat’s microchip is registered with, please ensure you 
keep those vital details up-to-date to ensure every chance that your cat will be 
reunited with you should they ever wander off.

12 year old Ruby came to us in a shut-down state 
following 2 years in a home where her owner’s mental 
health issues meant she lived in a very unstable and 
unhealthy  situation with very erratic feeding and no 
routine. Her way of coping was to spend the majority 
of her time hiding in a cupboard. Once in our care  she 
surprised us by her willingness to try and overcome her 
fears. She really enjoyed being stroked and having a fuss 
made in between following her natural inclination to 
hide away.

We asked for a quiet and understanding home for her 
and Ruby was very lucky to have a very kind-hearted-lady 
come forward who has been able to offer her just that. 
She still hides away for long periods of time but she also 
enjoys physical contact.  Although any movements or 
unusual sounds send her back to her place of safety, she 
can be heard in the early hours making full use of her new 
safe environment. 

We are in regular contact with her new owner to 
encourage and support her in her interactions with Ruby.  
By establishing a routine we hope Ruby will continue to 
build her feeling of safety and trust so that they will be 
good company for each other in the future.

An Update on Ruby – she is a work in progress 
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Hayley, our Operations Manager and Jan who is a Trustee are currently taking part, with colleagues from other national 
and international charities, in a pilot course titled “Becoming a cat-friendly rehoming centre”. This course has been 
created by the International CatCare and is being led by Vicky Halls an renowned expert in cat behaviour. 

This is an 18 week course with a new module every 2 weeks.  Jan and Hayley report that the course is positively 
challenging them to look closely at the experiences cats have when they come to our attention and into our care. The 
course will guide and assure us that we really are doing our best ‘to give every cat its best life’ and help us to align all our 
policies and procedures to ensure this is consistently so.

We recommend that you take a look at their website  as there is 
a wealth of good advice on how to keep your cat happy, healthy 
and safe and they issue a regular newsletter providing articles and 
updates on all things cat related. 

Visit www.icatcare.org

Cat-friendly Homing - A  Pilot Project

OUR APPEAL

“ Give your Pennies today for 
a Pen tomorrow”

Our ask for support to fund Here for Cats’ pens at 
Five Acres Cattery

We work hard to give every cat that comes into our 
care the best from the very start of their journey 
with us. To do this we place cats and kittens with 
very knowledgeable fosterers and we use pens in 
catteries when needed.

Five Acres Cattery in Guildford are ideally placed 
and very supportive of Here for Cats and their 
experienced team cater to the individual needs of 
the cats in their care.

Would you help us to provide security and a safe 
haven for our cats while they are awaiting their 
new home?  A dedicated Here for Cats pen at Five 
Acres will cost £140 per month and we are seeking 
support to help fund some pens.

How you can help

•  Consider becoming a Regular Donor. No amount per month is too small to contribute towards this 
much-needed shelter and care.

•  Give a One-off Donation. All donations continue to make a huge difference to our cats’ lives.

To offer your support please click on the DONATE button on the homepage of the Here for Cats’ website, 
www.hereforcats.org or send a cheque made payable to ‘Here for Cats’ to: PO Box 338, Hampton TW12 9DS.

We thank you for any support you are able to offer.  Do gift aid the contribution if you can as this makes a great difference to 
the total.
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We are delighted to announce that Natalie Mascall, 
renowned and award-winning wildlife artist and cat lover 
has agreed to continuing her support of Here for Cats by 
becoming an Ambassador for the charity.

Natalie is crazy about cats, sharing her home with Mina 
and Abui who are her very own black panthers.  She is a full 
member of the Society Of Feline Artists (SOFA) and takes 
great pleasure from drawing her two feline family members.

Natalie pursued her art as a hobby whilst working in retail 
until she became a professional artist in 2001, specialising 
in Fine Art; realistic wildlife, birdlife, feline, canine and 
people portraits.  She has a passion for wildlife and 
was brought up with many animals, the love of these 
becoming her true inspiration to draw.

Natalie believes as a wildlife artist she has a duty to help 
to raise awareness and to do what she can to promote 
and support animal rescue, wildlife and conservation 
and says “I am honoured to be invited and to become an 
Ambassador for Here for Cats.  I believe in the amazing 
work they do and am very excited about the work and 
initiatives we have planned together in the year ahead 
that will impact on the lives of cats.  I truly do believe that 
cats, with all animals, deserve their absolute best life”.

To learn more about Natalie: 
https://www.nataliemascall.co.uk/about

Welcoming Award-Winning 
artist Natalie Mascall as an 
Ambassador 

EVENTS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES!
Come and see us!  The Here for Cats’ team hope to see you this summer as we will be at the following two events:

•  Saturday 26th June 2021 – Cranleigh Carnival and Fun Day on the High St, Cranleigh 
(or Saturday 11th September 2021 if this cannot go ahead in June due to Covid restrictions)

• Saturday 17th July 2021 – Wood Street Village Show (on the Village Green), Wood Street, Guildford

We will be looking out for other opportunities as they arise and will advertise them on the website as well as through 
our Facebook page. 

Thank you all once again for  your support through difficult times. We would not be able to do it without you!

Mitzi has been with Saira for several months while we searched for a suitable home for her. 
Mitzi’s fosterer, Saira, has decided to adopt her so it is lovely to know she has been in the 
right place all the time!  Perhaps Saira realized that it would be difficult to find someone else 
willing to cope with the demands of this little madam.

Mitzi came into foster care scared, grumpy and dishevelled after losing her protector of the last 
5 years. She had a chequered past including a fall from a 4th floor window and being shot with 
a BB gun. As her health has improved and she has her mojo back, Mitzi likes nothing better 
than to wake Saira at 4.30 in the morning by screaming at her and smacking her on the head 
demanding that the bedroom curtains be opened. 

She wants to sit on the windowsill (the one in the lounge won’t do!). Of course by normal wake up time she is fast 
asleep and snoring. She has lots of energy for a 17 year old and is full of opinions and demands. She also likes to visit 
the neighbours who all adore her. 

It is heart-warming to know that she will be safe and pampered for her remaining years, but sad that we are losing such 
an experienced and valued fosterer in the meantime.

17 year old Mitzi the Minx – The good news and the bad 
news, or the challenges of being a foster mum! 


